* 2 
b 
i 
* 
* 
=” 


© FORMED by the 


7, 
GENERAL SYNOD _ 


A 
. 
% 
5 
% 7 : 
. 
=_ - p in v1 
. " 4 {s 
: : . " hs 
* ; . : * SE... ON —_ . 1 . = 
4 Pry $7 47 


* N * * * 4 5 


 ADMISS10N of CANDIDATES 
"HOLY MINISTRY, 


FT 
A ſhoit Addtefz of the PRESBYTERY f 
AMAG H, to their Congregations, | 


* 


Greser SVEN | 


= 


* ANY. 


* 
1 
p 
— 2 
b * 
* 
— 
* 
* 
0 1 . 
RU 
% 
1 
* 8 
fs 
. 
* 
* * 
F * 
9 - 
_ * ” 
, 
% | 6 * 


* 
© 
» 
. 
- 

* 
1 
— 
* 
* s 1 

oy 
a 
. 
% 
= 
- 
o 
F 
F * 
— * * N 
- 
— 
— — 8 
- 
o 
— 
o 


cc 


* 


3 


THE 


REGULATIONS, 6 


n Y Order of the General Synod I 
B » am to read - a Minute, for- 


who offer themſelves Candidates for the 
Holy Miniſtry. 


But that you may the better under 


ſtand the deſign of the following Re- 


8333 it was thought neceſſary by 
Preſbytery to lay before you ma. 
Occaſion of forming them. 
It is a thing too well known among 
us, that many who offer themſelves Can- 
didates for the Miniſtry, are but very mo- 
derately qualified for that Sacred Office. 
This is a thing much lamented by us; 
and-in a particular manner diſtreſſing 
ro Minifters, to whom is committed the 
care of examining” and licenſing Candi- 


dates. It were to be withed, that this 


Matter appeared in the fame li ght 'to 
the People, that it does to us; but, we 


believe it is almoſt univerſally the caſe fy 
among Diſſenters, to ſatisfy themſelves 
with cenſuring and finding fault with 


Preachers not properly qualified, with- 


out . themſelves to bring 
| A2 . 
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Mu med at their laſt meeting, con- 
cerning the Qualifications of young Men, 
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REGULATIONS, &. «+ 


nv Order of the General Synod I 
B 1 am to read you a Minute, for- 


Nu med at their laſt meeting, con- 
cerning the Qualifications of young Men, 


who offer themſelves Candidates for the 
Holy Miniſtry. 4 . 
But that you may the better under- 


ſtand the deſign of the following Re- 


gulations, it was thought neceſſary by 
e Preſbytery to lay before you the 
Occaſion of forming them. FS 
It is a thing too well known amon 
us, that many who'offer'themſelves Can- 
didates for the Miniſtry, are but very mo- 
derately qualified for that Sacred Office. 
This is a thing much lamented by us; 
and in a particular manner diſtreſſing 
to Miniſters, to whom is committed the 
care of examining and licenſing Candi- 


dates. It were to be wiſhed, that this 


Matter appeared in the ſame light to 
the People, that it does to us; but, we 


believe it is almoſt univerſally the caſe 
among Diſſenters, to ſatisfy themſelves 
with cenſuring and finding fault with 


Preachers not properly qualified, with- 


out attempting themſelves to bring 
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any EF to. Fg n ern 

without ſo much as conſidering Nn 

ther they themſelves may not 

be in ſome meafure chargeable gee 

this great fault. 

| * n inquiring into this Matter, it 
alledged, that the chief and prin- 


Gi pal cauſe of the ſcanty qualifications 
of too many of our Candidates is ow- 
ing to the want of Encouragement from 
the People: that therefore thoſe, who 


are able to give their Sons a liberal 
Education decline breedin g them to the 


M.iniſt 


In the days af Gin Fathers, 8 


men of the — worthy and reputable 


Families thought it an Honour to de- 
vote their Sons to that Sacred Office. 
But where do we ſee any Inſtance of 
ſuch Zeal at preſent? Or where will 


you ſee Men even of decent eaſy .Cir- 


cumſtances in trade think of breeding 
their Children that way? And to what 


ſhall we attribute this indifference, this 


ſtrange neglect of what ought - to be 
conſidered, at leaſt, as one of the moſt 

important concernments of our lives? 
The intereſt of Religion is what every 


Nation of the World thinks to be of 
principal importance: and therefore pro- 
vide for the Support of it by Civil and 
Religious Eſtabliſhments. But we wha 


difſent from, theſe Eſtabliſhments, and 
denſure them as an encroachment on 


* We of Eanciegce and of 1 8 | 
: _ 


a5 gious Liberty as one of the nobleſt 
privileges we enjoy, and. which we 


5 * s N br. . " „ _ * 4 * * % 
* * * * — " N 118 * "PF | * 9 " By 4 a 5 
| 5 | Wenn 
= 
4 . x 
. & : - a 
0 - 
\ 1 " , - 
” © 11 
. 


Judgment, do we not conſider our Rell. | 


__ ought to tranſmit to our Children with 


a Juſt Senſe of its importance and rea- 
Bey! d 


Now can this Cauſe be rte and 


the Truths of Chriſtianity taught and in- 
culcated without a Suceeſſion of Mini- 
ſters properly qualified? Can ſuch Qua- 
lifications be acquired without a lon 


courſe of Learning and Study? And 


can a liberal Education be gone through 


without much time and expence? ' But 
where is the incitement to ſubmit to 


this expence? Where is the Encourage- 
ment to go through this tedious courſe 
of Learning? You all know there is none. 

And, — 1 is moſt Strange, is, that 
thou igh there be no encouragement, 


yet it 1s expected, that young Men taken | 


into the Miniſtry ſhould be Men of Learn- 
ing, ſhould be fine Speakers, ſhould have 
an eaſy, and good Addreſs. And where 
theſe are not found, how ready and for- 


ward do we ſee People i in cenſurin ng, find- 
1 


ing fault, and turning into ridicule? 
Than which, we muſt own” upon the 


footing things ſtand at preſent; we know 


no Conduct more unreaſonable and un» 
becoming. 


1 thin gs being laid Vefote you, 
the great Queſtion is concerning the re- 


ms * how it may be effected, that 


Maſe. are N to _ their "Chile 
Hen, 
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dren the proper Education, may be in- 
_ duced, as formerly, to bring them up to 
the Miniſtry ?. This is a Queſtion that de- 
ſerves the attention of the body of Diſ- 
ſenters in the North; it deſerves your 
2 and the attention of every 
Fan ar Congregation. 

Thèe remedy is eaſily pointed out. the 
difficulty is to bring it into practice. 
Which is ſo great, that for our part, we 
Rr ever to ſee it effected. 
But though we apprehend no due at- 
tention is to be expected from the Peo- 
ple, nor from their paſt conduct is it 
much as to be 0 that any re- 
85 will take its riſe from them; yet 
as the cauſe we are engaged in, is the 
cauſe of Truth and Ri hteoufneſs, which 
in the days of our Fathers, has been pro- 
tected — the Providence of God amidſt 


as from the divine goodneſs we have rea- 
ſon to expect the continuance of this pro- 
tection, ſo ought we not to be wanting 
to ourſelves : - Therefore the Miniſters at 
the laſt General Synod thought it their du- 


13 ey to provide as far as they could, , againſt 


Inconvenience complained of, and for 
this purpoſe, they Ordered the following 
Rules to be obſerved in examining an 
licenſin g Candidates for the Miniftry. 
Fir] That every Candidate for the 


De, Miniftry before he 1s ue to Tryals 


ſhall be obliged to to oduce to the Presbys | 
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many difficulties, and Severe Trials; and 
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ed the Unwerſiy at leaſt two Seaſona, ani 
particularly the Claſſes for Natural and 
Moral Philoſophy, and if he has attended 
only two Seaſons, he ſhall not be admit- 
ted in leſs than Six . Years from the tim 
of his firſt entering the Univerſity. © - 
Second, That a Candidate, who attends 
the Univer/ity only three Seaſons, ſhall wot 
be admitted in lets, than Five, Years from 
the time of his firſt entering the College. 
T birad,] That a Candidate who produces 
Certificates of his having attended th 
. Univerſity regularly for Four ,Years, 
be admitted without della. 
Fourth, ] That the principal examinati- 
on of Candidates in Ga 7 branch- 
es of Science, ſhall precede their being 
admitted to Tryals, and that every Can» 
didate ſhall be examined in the Lar- 
guages, Logick, Metaphyficks, Natural and Mo- 
ral Philoſophy, Church Hiſtory, and Theology. 
_ Fijth,] That this courſe of examina- 
tion ſhall be gone through at three I te 
different meetings of the Preſbytery. at F# 
leaſt. At the firſt, the Languages, 
12 N at me on Lagi 
Metaphyjicks and Natural Philoſophy : and at | 
. the thard, Church. Hifory, and Theology, #7 | 
But to encourage young Men to ſpend % 
as much time as poſſible at the Uni- 7 s | 
verſity; ſuck as have attended regularly 
for four Years, ſhall have their exami- 
nation. diſpatched at one, meeting. And 
that at ſome, meeting of the Preſbytery 
previous to the holding of ſaid examina» 
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" Maw 8 Members wall be ig 


N Bae Examinators in each of theſe 
bHDranches of Science. 


Sith, That when any Candidate is 
Licenſed, a Certificate from the Preſbyte- 
ry .of his having ſpent the time ſpecifi 
ed and gone through the ſeveral exami- 
nations in the manner required, and gi- 
ven the Ordinary number of diſcourſes, 
_ ſhall be tranſmitted to the Synod's Clerk; 
and if a Certificate of this kind be not 

roduceg to the next General Synod, 
tach Licentiates ſhall not be entered in- 
P our Records as belonging to our Bo- 
+; LP 
Sevent b,] That every Candidate ſhall be 
obli ged to produce from one or more 
of the Profeſſors of the College he attends, 
a Certificate of the time he hath ſpent 
each Seaſon at the Univerſity; and that 
nothing leſs than five . ſhall be 
deemed a ſufficient time for a Seaſons 
attendance. | 


It was alſo p propoſed and agreed to 
chat Mr. Campbell pointed, and ac- 


* 3 gly is , e to Write 


to the Univerſities of Glaſgow and Edin- 
burgh to beg that the Profeſſors will be 
particular in the Certificates, they give 
to Iriſh Proteſtant Diſſenting Students, to 
ſignify the time of 4 Stay in the 
College each Seſſion, and give the beſt 
_ account they. can of their Moral Chas 
ee, 2 5 
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